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Bowling-Green, n. ft [from bowl and green.] A level piece 
oF ground, kept finooth for bowlers. 

A bowl equally poifed, and thrown upon a plain bowling- 
green , will run neceflarily in a direct line. Bentley * 

Bo'wman. n.j: [from how and man.] An archer ; he that {hoots 
with a bow. 

The whole city {hall flee, forthenoife of the horfemen and 
bowmen. Jerctn. iv. 29. 

Ro - PR. r. ft [jrom the bow of the {hip.] FL his word is ge- 
nerally fpelt boltfp it ; which fee. 

I o Bo'wssen. v. a. [probably of the fame original with houfe , 
out iound in no other paffage.] To drench ; to foak. 

1 he water fed into a clofe walled plot ; upon this wall was 
the frantick perfon fet, and from thence tumbled headlong in-* 
to the pond ; where a ftrong fellow tolled him up and down, 
until the patient, by foregoing Ms ftrength, had fomewhat for- 
got his iiny : but it there appeared fmall amendment, he was 
bowffened again and again, while there remained in him any 
hope of life, for recovery. Carew' s Survey of Cornwell. 

{•■ r j tv siring, n.f [from bozv and Jiving.] T[ he firing by which 
the bow is kept bent. 

^ He hath twice or thrice cut Cupid’s bowftring , and the little 
nangman dare not (hoot at him. Shakefp. Much ado about Noth. 

Sound will be conveyed to the ear, by finking upon a bow- 
flring* if the horn of the bow be held to the ear. Bacon . 

Bo'wyer. n. f. [from bow.] 

1 . An archer ; one that ufes the bow. 

Call for vengeance from the bowyer king. Dryden. 

2. One whofe trade is to make bows. 

BOX. n. J. [box, Saxon ; buxus, Lat.] A tree. 

he characters are ; 1 he leaves are pennated, and evergreen ; 
it hath male dowers, that are produced at remote diftances 
irom the fruit, on the fame tree ; the fruit is fhaped like a por- 
ridge-pot inverted, and is divided into three cells, containing 
tvyo feeds in each, which, when ripe, are call; forth by the ela- 
sticity of the veffels. The fpecies are ; i. The box-tree. 2. 
I he narrow-leaved box-tree. 3. Striped box. 4. The golden 
edged box-tree. 5. The dwarf box. 6. The dwarf ftriped box • 
7. I he filver edged box. On Boxhill, near Darking in Sur- 
rey, were formerly many large trees of this kind ; but, of late 
years, their number is pretty much decreafed ; yet fome re- 
main of a considerable bignefs. The wood is very ufeful for 
engravers and mathematical inftrument-makers; being fohard, 
clofe, and ponderous, as to fink in water. Millar. 

Box , there arc two forts of it ; the dwarf box , and a taller fort, 
that grows to a confiderable height. The dwarf box is very 
good for borders, and is eafily kept in order, with one clipping 
in the year. It will increafe of flips fet in March, or about 
Bartholomew-tide, and may be raifed of layers and fuckers, and 
will profper on the declivity of cold, dry, barren, chalky hills, 
where nothing elfe will grow. Mortimer. 

Box. n. f. [box, Sax. bufte , Germ.] 

1. A cafe made of wood, or other matter, to hold any thing. It 
is diffinguifhed from chef , as the lefs from the greater . It is 
fuppofed to have its name from the box wood. 

A perfedl magnet, though but in an ivory box , will, through 
the box , fend forth his embracing virtue to a beloved needle. 

Sidney , b. ii. 

About his fhelves 

A beggarly account of empty boxes. Shakefp. Rom. and Jul. 

This head is to open a moft wide voracious mouth, which 
fhall take in letters and papers. There will be under it a box , 
of which the key will be kept in my cuftody, to receive fuch 
papers as are dropped into it. Addifon. Guard. N° 98. 

This cafket India’s glowing gems unlocks. 

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. Pope. 

2 . The cafe of the mariners compafs. 

3. The cheft into which money given is put. 

So many more, fo every one was ufed, 

‘That to give largely to the box refufed. Spenfer. 

4. The feats in the playhoufe, where the ladies are placed. 

’Tis left to you, the boxes and the pit 

Are fovereign judges of this fort of wit. Dryden. 

She glares in balls, front boxes, and the ring, 

A vain," unquiet, glittering, wretched thing. Pope. 

To Box. v. a. [from the noun.] To inclofe in a box. 

Box'd in a chair, the beau impatient fits, 

While fpouts run clatt’ring o’er the roof by fits. Swift. 

BOX. n.f [bock, a cheek, Welch.] A blow on the head given 
with the hand. 

For the box o’ th’ ear that the prince gave you, he gave it 
like a rude prince. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

If one fhould take my hand perforce, and give another a box 
on the ear with it, the law punifheth the other. 

Bramhall againfi Hobbes . 

There may happen concuflions of the brain from a box on the 
ear . Wifcmans Surgery . 

Olphis, the fiflierman, received a. box on the ear from 1 hel- 
tylis. - Addifon. Spectator , N° 233. 

To Box. v. n. [from the noun.] To fight with the fill. 

The afs very fairly looked on, till they had boxed themfelves 
a-wcary, and then left them fairly in the lurch. V Ef range. 


bra 

dott teL: nke a cat > he w with his «*&*> * .« 

The fighting with a man’s fltadow confifts in brandtoS 
r lc «den with plugs of lead; this gives a man al 

the pleafure of boxing, without the blows. Special. nT? 

He hath had fix duels, and four and twenty hsuing matrl-V* 
m defence of his majefty’s title. /fcS/aJ, N’ t ’ 

1 o Box. v. a. To ftrike with the lift, &2 9* 

Bo'xen. adj. [from box.] 

1 . Made of box. 

The young gentlemen learned, before all other things, to de- 

Drydcn's Dufrefnoy ; 


Gay's Paf orals. 


fign upon tablets of boxen wood. 

As lads and laffes flood around, 

T o hear my boxen hautboy found. 

2. JRefembling box. 

Her faded cheeks are chang’d to boxen hue, 
f And in her eyes the tears are ever new. Dryden. 

Bo'xer. n.f [from box.] A man who fights with his lift. 

BOY. n ‘ ft [bub. Germ, the etymology is not agreed on.] 

1. A male child ; not a gyl. 

2. One in the flat? of adolefcence ; older than an infant, yet not 
arrived at pubgrty or manhood. 

Speak thou, boy ; 

Perhaps thy childifhnefs will move him more 

Than can our reafons. Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

Sometimes forgotten things, long call behind, 

Rufh forward in the brain, and come to mind : 

The nurfe’s legends are for truths receiv’d, 

And the man dreams but what the boy believ’d. Dryden . 

3. A word of contempt for young men, as noting their imma- 
turity. 

Men of worth and parts will not eafily admit the familiarity 
of boys, who yet need the care of a tutor. Locke, 

The pale boy fenator yet tingling (lands. 

And holds his breeches clofe with both his hands. Pope . 

To Boy. v. n. [from the noun.] To a£t apiflily, or like a boy. 

Anthony 

Shall be brought drunken forth, and I fhall fee 
Some fqueaking Cleopatra boy my greatnefs, 

I’ til’ pofture of a whore. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

Bo'yhood. n. f. [from boy.] The {late of a boy; the part of 
life in which we are boys. 

If you fhould look at him, in his boyhood, through the magni- 
fying end of a perfpe< 5 tive, and, in his manhood, through the 
other, it would be impolfible to fpy any difference ; the fame 
air, the fame ftrut. Swift. 

Bo'yish. adj. [from boy.] 

j. Belonging to a boy. 

I ran it through, e’en from my boyijh days, 

To th’ very moment that he bade me tell it. Shakefp. Othello. 

2 . Childifh ; trifling. 

This unheard faucinefs, and boyijh troops. 

The king doth fmile at, an.d is well prepar’d 
To whip this dwarfifh war, thefe pigmy arms. Sh. K. John. 
Young men take up fome Englifli poet for their model, and 
imitate him, without knowing wherein he is defedtive, where 
he is boyijh and trifling. Dryden, 

Bo'yishly. adv. [from boyif).] Childifhly; triflingly. 

Bo'yishness. n.f [from boyijh.] Childifhnefs; trivialnefs. 

Bo'yism. n.f. [from boy.] Puerility; childifhnefs. 

He had complained he was farther off, by being fo near, and 
a thoufand fuch boyifns , which Chaucer rejected as below the 
fubjedt. Dryden' s Fab. Preface. 

Bp. An abbreviation of bifliop. 

BRA'BBLE. n.f [brabbelcn, Dutch.] A clamorous ccnteft; a 
fquabble; a broil. 

Here in the ftreets, defperate in fhame and flate, 

In private brabble did we apprehend him. Shakefp . T. Night. 

To Bra'bele. v. n. [from the noun.] To clamour; to con- 
tcfl noifiiy. 

Bra'bbler. n.f. [from brabble.] A clamorous, quarrelfome, 
noify fellow. 

To BRACE, v. a. [embraffer,Yr.] 

1. To bind; to tie clofe with bandages. 

The women of China, by bracing and binding them from 
their infancy, have very little feet. Locke. 

2. To intend ; to make tenfe ; to flrain up. 

The tympanum is not capable of tenfion that way, in fuch 
a manner as a drum is braced. Holder's Elements of Speech. 

The diminution of the force of the preffure of the external 
air, in bracing the fibres, muff create a debility in mufeukr 
motion. Arbuthnot on Air . 

Brace, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Cindlure ; bandage. 

2. That which holds any thing tight. # . 

The little bones of the ear-drum do the fame office in ill am- 
ino; and relaxing it, as the braces of the war drum do in that. 

Derharris Pbyfco-Theologf 

3. Brace, [in architecture.] Is a piece of timber framed m 

with bevil joints, ufed to keep the building from fweiving ei 
therway. J Builder's 

4. Bracks, [a fea term.] Ropes belonging to all the yards, ex* 





mm 


10 


20 


30 


40 


50 


60 


70 


80 


90 


100 


120 130 140 



/ 


B R A 

f the mizen They have a pendant feized to the yard-aim, 
^ A^d; and/at the end of the pen da£ a 

h'od- is feized, through which the rope called the brace 
reeved. The braces fare to fquare and traverfe the 
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5 . Braces of a coach. Thick ftraps of leather on which it 
hangs. 

t Brace.' [in printing.] A crooked line inclofing a pafTage, 

' ' w hich ought to be taken together, and not feparately , as in . 

U 1 Charge Venus to command her fon. 

Wherever elfe fhe lets him rove, 

To fhun my houfe, and field, and grove ; ■ 

Peace cannot dwell with hate or lo\ e. ^ rior ♦ 

g. Warlike preparation ; from bracing the armour ; as we lay, 

frirdedi or the battle. , , , 

As it more concerns the Tunc than Rhodes, 

So may he with more facile queflion bear it ; 

For that it Bands not in fuch warlike brace. 

But altogether lacks th’ abilities 

That Rhodes is drefs’d in. Shakefp. Othello. 

0. Tenfion; tightnefs. , . , , r r . 

The moft frequent caufe of deafnefs is the laxnefs of the 

tympanum, when it has loft its brace or tenfion. Holder. 

Brace, n.f. [of uncertain etymology.] 

1. A pair ; a couple. It is not braces, but brace, in the plural. 

Down from a hill the beafts that reign in w^oods, 

Firft hunter then, purlu’d a gentle brace, . 

Goodlieft of all the foreft, hart and hind. Par. Loft , b. xi. 

Ten brace and more of greyhounds, fnowy fair, 

And tali as flags, ran loofe, and cours’d around his chair. 

Dryden s Fables . 

2. It is ufed generally in converfation as a fportfman’s word. 

He is faid, this fummer, to have {hot with his own hands 
fifty brace of pheafants. Addifon. Freeholder , N° 36. 

3. It is applied to men in contempt. 

But you, my brace of lords, were I fo minded, 

I here could pluck his highnefs’ frown upon you. Sh. Tempefl. 
Bracelet, n.f [bracelet, IV.] 

1. An ornament for the arms. 

Both his hands were cut off, being known to have worn 
bracelets of gold about his wrifts. Sir J. Hayward. 

Tie about our tawny wrifts 

Bracelets of the fairy twifts. Ben. Johnfon's Fairy Prince. 
A very ingenious lady ufed to wear, in rings and bracelets , 
{lore of thofe gems. Boyle. 

2. A piece of defenfive armour for the arm. 

Bra'cer. n f. [from brace.] A cindlure ; a bandage. 

When they affedl the belly, they may be reftrained by a 
bracer, without much trouble, JVifeman's Surgery. 

Brach. n.f. [braque, Fr.] A bitch hound. 

Truth’s a dog muft to kennel ; he muft be whipped out, 
when the lady brach may Hand by the fire, and {link. Shakefp. 
Bra'chial. adj. [from brachium , an arm, Lat.] Belonging to 
the arm. 

Brachy'graphy. n.f. [m^A, fhort, and y^dpie, to write.] 
The art or pradlice of writing in a Ihort compafs. 

All the certainty of thofe high pretenders, bating what they 
hav£ of the firft principles, and the word of God, may be cir- 
cumfcribed by as fmall a circle as the creed, when brachygraphy 
had confined it within the compafs of a penny. Glanville. 
Brack, n.f. [from break.] A breach; a broken part. 

The place was but weak, and the bracks fair ; but the defen- 
dants, by refolutiqn, fupplied all the defedls. Hayward. 

Let them compare my work with what is taught in the 
fchools, and if they find in theirs many bracks and fhort ends, 
which cannot be fpun into an even piece, and, in mine, a fair 
coherence throughout, I fhall promife myfelf an acquiefcence. 

Digby On the Soul,- Dedicat. 
Bracket, n.f A piece of wood fixed for the fupportof fome- 
thing. 

O 

Let your fhelves be laid upon brackets, being about two feet 
wide, and edged with a fmall lath. Mortimer. 

BRAGKISH. adj. [brack, Dutch.] Salt; fomewhat fait : it is 
ufed particularly of the water of the fea. 

Pits upon the fea fhore turn into frelh water, by percolation 
ol the fait through the fand : but it is farther noted,, after a time, 
“‘ e wat er in fuch pits will become brackifh again. Bacon 

When I had gain’d the brow and top, 

A lake of brackifh waters on the ground, 

Was all I found. Herbert. 

The wife contriver, on his end intent, 

Mix’d them with fait, and feafori’d all the fea. 

What other caufe could this effedl produce ? 
rhe bracKJh tincture through the main diffufe ? Blackmon 
BrTckishness. n.f [from Irackljh.} Saltnefi. ' *‘ aCkmn - 

Voe I G C hrmd - Gilfon’s Camden 
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Brad. n.f. A fort of nail to floor rooms with. The; arc- About 
the fize of a tenpenny nail, but have not their hca s rru^ e \. 1 
a fhouldcr over their {hank, as other nails, but are made pret > 
thick towards the upper end, that the very top may be driven 
into, and buried in the board they nail down ; fo that the tops 
of thefe brads will not catch the thrums of the mops, when t e 
floor is wafhing. Moxon’s Mechamctil Exe ; cijes. 

To BRAG. v. n. [1 hr agger m , Dutch.] 

1 To boaft; to difplay oftentatioufly ; to tell boaftful ftories. 

Thou coward ! art thou bragging to the flars ? 

Telling the bufhes that thou look’ft for wars. 

And wilt not come ? Shakefp. Midfum Nights Dream. 
Mark me, with what violence {he firft loved the Moor, but 
for bra ? Ana, and telling her fancaftical lies. Shakefp. Othello. 
In bragging out fome of their private tenets, as if they were 

the received cftablilhed dodlrine of the church of England. 

Sander fon's Pax tcclcf.es. 

The rebels were grown fo ftrong there, that they intended 
then, as they already bragged, to come over, and make this the 
feat of war. , „ C °renclcn. 

Mrs. Bull’s condition was looked upon as defperate by all tlie 
men of art; but there were thofe that bragged they had^an i in- 
fallible ointment. Arbuthnot s FAJt. of j. But.. 

2. It has of before the thing boafted. 

Knowledge being the only thing whereof we poor old men 
Can brag , we cannot make it known but by utterance. Sidney. 

Verona brags of him. 

To be a virtuous and well govern’d youth. Shakefp . 

Ev’ry bufy little fcribbler now, 

Swells with the praifes which he gives himfelf, 

And taking fandluary in the croud, 

Brags of his impudence, and (corns to mend. Rofcommon. 

3. On is ufed, but improperly. 

Yet lo ! in me what authors have to brag on, N 
Reduc’d at laft to hifs in my own dragon. Pope's Dur.ciad. 

Brag. n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. A boaft ; a proud expreffion. 

A kind of conqueft 

Csefar made here ; but made not here his brag 
Of came, and faw, and overcame. Shakefp. Cymbehne. 

It was fuch a new thing for the Spaniards to receive fo little 
hurt, upon dealing with the Englilh, as Avellaneda made great 
brags of it, for no greater matter than the waiting upon the 
Englifti afar off. Bacon's War with Spain. 

2. The thing boafted. 

Beauty is nature’s brag, and mu Pc be fhewn 
In courts, at feafts, and high folemnities. 

Where moft may wonder. Milton. 

Braggado cio, n. f [from brag.] A puffing, (welling, boaft- 
ing fellow. 

The world abounds in terrible fanfarons, in the mafque of 
men of honour ; but thefe braggadocios are eafy to be detected. 

L'EJlrange. 

By the plot, you may guefs much of the characters of the per- 
fons ; a braggadocio captain, a patafite, and a lady of pleafure. 

Dryden. 

Bra'ggart. adj. [from brag.] Boaftful ; vainly oftentatious. 

Shall I, none’s flave, bf high-born or rais’d men 
Fear frowns ; and my miftrels, truth, betray thee 
To th’ huffing, braggart, puft nobility ? Donne', 

Bra'ggart. n, J. [from brag.] A boafter. 

Who knows himfelf a braggart , 

Let him fear this ; for it will come to pafs. 

That every braggart {hall be found an afs. 

Shakefp. All's well that ends well. 

Bra'gger. n f. [from brag.] A boafter; an oftentatious 
fellow. 

Such as have had opportunity to found thefe braggers tho- 
roughly, by having lonietimes endured the penance of their fot- 
tifh company, have found them; in converfe, empty and in- 
fipid. South. 

Bra gless. adj. [from brag.] Without a boaft ; without often- 
tation. 

I he bruit is, Hedlor’s flain, and by Achilles. 

-If it is fo, braglefs let it be. 


Great Heftor was as good a man as he. Shak. Tr. andCreff. 
Bra cl y. adv. [from brag.] Finely; fo as it may be braeo-ed, - 
Seeft not thilk hawthorn ftud. 

How brag'y it begins to bud. 

And utter his tender head ? 

I’lora new calleth fi rth each flower; 

And bids make ready Maia’s bower. Spenfci's Paf. 

To BRAID, v. a. [bpjeban, Saxon.] To weave together. 

• Clofe the ferpent fly, 

Irifinuating, wove with gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 


Gave proof unheeded. Milton's Par. Loft, b iv l -4- 
Ofier wands, lying loofely, may each of them beeafilv dif- 
foaated from the reft; but when braided into a hafket, they 

rnhprp* Ifrr.nrrlTr 3 j 


Boyle. 


cohere ftrongly. 

A ribband did the braided treffes bind, 

The reft was loofe, and wanton’d in the wind. Dr Hen. 
! 3 M Since 
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